DANE COUNTY
Kathleen M. Falk
County Executive

For Immediate Release
DATE: March 16, 2009
Contacts: Joshua Wescott, Office of the County Executive (608) 267-8823 or cell (608)
669-5606; Olivia Parry, Economic Development Specialist (608) 266-4270

Dane County Expands Marketing Opportunities
for Growers, Producers
A project created by Dane County to connect local growers and large volume
institutional buyers is expanding its efforts. The Institutional Food Market Coalition
(IFM) is providing a way for agricultural enterprises such as beef, milk, dairy and cheese
producers, and those selling value-added products made with local ingredients, to
market to large institutional buyers.
Previously, the IFM linked local fruit and vegetable producers with purchasers but now
those efforts are expanding to include local meat and dairy products. Hotels,
corporations, conference centers and a number of Dane County facilities are among the
private and public sector purchasers of the home-grown produce.
“Helping our local producers find big buyers for their milk, cheese, beef and other high
quality products is another thing we can do to keep Dane County’s vibrant agriculture
economy growing,” County Executive Kathleen Falk said. “Promoting these excellent
home-grown products will create new opportunities and put more money in the backpockets of our hard-working local growers.”
Value-Added Product producers interested in taking part are asked to complete a
registration form, available at www.ifmwi.org, that will include product and contact
information, as well as other details important for large volume buyers. The business
must be located in Wisconsin.
Please send your completed form ATT: Olivia Parry, Dane County Planning and
Development Dept., 210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd, #362, Madison, WI 53703, or fax it
to 608-266-9117, no later than April 3, 2009. A registration fee of $50.00 is required to
post product information on the Institutional Food Market Coalition website. IFM will
launch the new program in May 2009.
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