
 

 

 
 

What Type of Plan is the Dane County 
Comprehensive Plan? 
 
A county comprehensive plan is a multi-jurisdictional plan if the county and 2 or 
more local governmental units located in the county participate and adopt the plan. 
 

Single planning effort, multiple plans. Multiple plans are developed as 
part of a single multi-jurisdictional planning effort. Each plan that is 
developed is a comprehensive plan in itself, containing the nine required 

elements, but is intrinsically connected to all of the other plans that result from the 
effort. Using a county as an example of this approach, a multi-jurisdictional 
planning effort could result in: 

 
o Individual comprehensive plans that are developed for, and adopted by, each 

participating town, city, and village, with the county ultimately adopting all 
of these plans together as its comprehensive plan. 

 
o Individual comprehensive plans developed for, and adopted by, each 

participating town, city, and village, with the county also adopting an 
individual county comprehensive plan. The county plan could address more 
general county-level issues 
while the municipal plans 
could be more specific. The 
county could develop its 
plan first, followed by the 
municipalities, or 
municipalities could go first 
with the county following, 
or the county and municipal 
plans could be developed 
simultaneously. 

 
 
A multi-jurisdictional plan does not need to resolve all of the conflicts between 
participating communities. However, in their Intergovernmental Cooperation 
Elements communities will need to identify conflicts and describe how they will be 
resolved.   
 
 
Excerpts from “A Guide to Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Planning In Wisconsin” put out by OLIS in April of 2003.   

 
 


