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4. Continue to actively sponsor, and participate in,
project-specific multi-jurisdictional planning
efforts, like the North Mendota Parkway and Open
Space Corridor project, or the Highway 12 Expan-
sion project, that have the potential to affect
resources, infrastructure or services at the county or
regional level.

Other Units of Government

Neighboring County Governments

Policies and Programs

1. Continue to explore new opportunities to work
cooperatively with the governments of Columbia,
Sauk, Iowa, Green, Rock, Jefferson and Dodge
Counties, in order to further the goals of the Dane
County Comprehensive Plan.

2. The County will work with towns and other local
units to evaluate the impact of Dane County’s
development policies on adjacent counties, in order
to encourage adjacent communities to adopt
appropriate growth management programs.

Regional Entities

Policies and Programs
1. Continue to work with state and local governments

to support and maintain the Capitol Area Regional
Planning Commission as a regional entity, repre-
sentative of the Dane County area, with the capac-
ity to accomplish the following tasks.
A. Conduct regional water quality planning

services, including the approval of public sewer
and water extensions, under NR 121, Wiscon-
sin Administrative Code, and to maintain and
update the Dane County Water Quality Plan.
In developing the Dane County Water Quality
Plan, the CARPC will do the following.

(1)  Comply with all requirements of NR 121,
Wisconsin Administrative Code.

(2)  Give priority to areas of the highest
environmental sensitivity and growth
pressure, including:

a. all communities within the Central
Urban Service Area;

b. all communities within the Northern
Urban Service Area;

c. all urban service areas with a year 2000
Census population of 3,000 or more,
and;

d. the Black Earth Urban Service Area.

(3) Consider other factors including the
impacts on natural and built systems, the
efficient use of land including urban
densities, and the ability to efficiently
provide services to support the develop-
ment and farmland preservation planning.

B. Provide information, mapping and protection
for environmental and open space corridors,
and coordinate water quality monitoring, and
hydrological modelling;

C. Provide demographic research, maintain the
annual Regional Trends Report, serve as the
regional census depository, and provide techni-
cal planning and research services to Dane
County communities, and;

D. Provide a regional forum for networking,
discussion and communication between
communities in the Dane County area.

2. Continue to support and work cooperatively to
further the goals of the Dane County Comprehen-
sive Plan with other regional entities, including:

A. Dane County Lakes and Watershed Commis-
sion (See Chapter 5: Agricultural, Natural and
Cultural Resources);

B. Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District (See
Chapter 4: Utilities and Community Facilities);

C. Madison Area Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zation (See Chapter 3: Transportation);

D. Drainage Districts (See Chapter 5: Agricultural,
Natural and Cultural Resources), AND;

E. Collaboration Council (See Chapter 6: Eco-
nomic Development).
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Planning Framework policies described in
Chapter 8: Land Use, other policies of the
Dane County Comprehensive Plan (including
component plans, such as the Dane County
Farmland Preservation Plan), and any other
relevant county adopted plan as criteria for
county zoning decisions.

C. The Department of Planning and Develop-
ment will develop, maintain and distribute
technical and content guidelines for town plans
to facilitate county board adoption.

D. Towns submitting a land use or comprehensive
plan to the county board for adoption should
follow, at a minimum, the following procedure.

(1) Towns may, at their discretion, submit their
entire comprehensive plan, or just the Land
Use element, for county board adoption.
Towns that have adopted the county
exclusive agricultural zoning ordinance
should also include a separate “Farmland
Preservation” chapter in their submittal, for
adoption as part of the Dane County
Farmland Preservation Plan.

(2) Towns will submit one or more preliminary
versions of the plan to the Department of
Planning and Development for staff review.

(3) Planning and Development staff will
respond to the town with any comments,
concerns or suggestions within 30 days.

(4) Towns may request a preliminary joint
meeting with the county Zoning and Land
Regulation Committee and the Environ-
ment, Agriculture and Natural Resources
Committee for the purpose of discussing
the general parameters, content or interpre-
tation of the plan, or to discuss issues that
cannot be resolved by staff.

(5) When a plan is near completion, towns
may request a second meeting with the
Zoning and Land Regulation and Environ-
ment, Agriculture and Natural Resources
Committees to resolve any remaining
potential issues.

School Districts

Policies and Programs

1. Work to expand the county’s relationship with
school districts, particularly with respect to residen-
tial development planning and opportunities for
shared services, amenities or facilities. (See also
Chapter 4: Utilities and Community Facilities.)

State Government

Policies and Programs

1. Continue to use the county legislative agenda
process and the county legislative lobbyist to
advocate to the Wisconsin Legislature about issues
of concern to Dane County, and to review and
comment on pending legislation that has the
potential to affect the county.

2. Continue to work with State of Wisconsin agencies
to meet statutory obligations, share resources and
find collaborative ways to further county and state
planning goals.

Town Governments

Policies and Programs

1. Town governments in Dane County may submit
their comprehensive or land use plans for adoption
by the Dane County Board of Supervisors as
amendments to the Dane County Comprehensive
Plan.  A complete list of town plans currently
adopted as components of the Dane County
Comprehensive Plan is included in Volume II.

A. As provided in s. 10.255(1)(d), Dane County
Code, the county Zoning and Land Regulation
Committee will use town plans adopted by the
county board as criteria for county zoning
decisions.

B. For towns that do not have a land use or
comprehensive plan adopted by the county
board, the Zoning and Land Regulation
Committee and the Dane County Board of
Supervisors will use the General Regional
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(6) When a town is ready to seek county board
adoption as part of the Dane County
Comprehensive Plan, the town should send
the following materials to the Department
of Planning and Development:

a. Sufficient copies of the proposed county
comprehensive plan amendment to meet
the requirements of s. 66.1001(4)(b), Wis,
Stats. for Dane County. (At least fifteen
color paper copies should be provided, the
remainder may be on CD-ROM or DVD-
ROM);

b. A copy of an adopted town board resolu-
tion requesting county board adoption into
the Dane County Comprehensive Plan.

(7) Planning and Development staff will
coordinate county compliance with state
requirements for amendment of the Dane
County Comprehensive Plan [s. 66.1001(4),
Wis. Stats.], and if necessary, the Dane
County Farmland Preservation Plan
[Chapter 91, Wis. Stats.] including the
following.

a. Preparing an appropriate resolution and
ordinance amendment for County Board
approval of the town comprehensive plan.

b. Providing copies of the proposed amend-
ment to comply with s. 66.1001(4)(b),
Wis. Stats.

c. Completion of Class I notice requirements,
and any other public notices required
under s. 66.1001 or, if necessary, Ch. 91,
Wis. Stats.

d. Scheduling, within 90 days of the town’s
completion of a, b and c, above, a public
hearing on the amendment before the
county Zoning and Land Regulation
Committee.  The county Environment,
Agriculture and Natural Resources
(EANR) Committee will be notified of the
public hearing.  A quorum of the EANR
Committee may be present but no action
will be taken by the EANR Committee at
the public hearing.

e. After Zoning and Land Regulation Com-

mittee action, provide the EANR commit-
tee with a copy of the plan and staff report.

(8) The Zoning and Land Regulation Com-
mittee will take action on the amendment
within 30 days of the county public hear-
ing.  In the event the ZLR cannot complete
its review within the time allotted, it will
report the plan to the county board with-
out recommendation.

(9) The Environment, Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee will take action on
the amendment within 60 days of the
county public hearing, or report the plan to
the county board without recommenda-
tion.

(10) The town board may request extensions
to the above timeframes by written request
to the Zoning and Land Regulation
Committee.

2. Expand direct assistance to town government for
planning in rural areas (See Chapter 8: Land Use)
to promote development that meets the Commu-
nity Design Principles of the Dane County Compre-
hensive Plan.

Village and City Governments

Policies and Programs

1. Make sure the Department of Planning and Devel-
opment maintains the ability to provide technical
assistance and support to cities and villages to
facilitate sensible and efficient growth that meets
the Community Design Principles of this plan and
direct county resources to that end. (See Chapter 8:
Land Use.)

Non-Governmental Organizations

Policies and Programs

1. Continue to cooperate and collaborate with
nonprofit organizations and other nongovernmen-
tal agencies to further the goals and objectives of
the Dane County Comprehensive Plan.


