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N The Feed the Fish route (yellow) generally
follows the boundaries of the Lake Wingra
Watershed (17.5 miles).  This route is only
recommended for people who are comfortable
with crossing large intersections.

The Lake Loop (green), the shortest bike trail
at 7 miles, follows a scenic route through the
Arboretum and around Lake Wingra.Go with the Flow (blue) to get a sense of how

rain water travels from one end of the watershed
into the lake, both through above-ground and
below-ground channels.  This route includes the
northern portion of the green route (12 miles).

Lake Wingra Watershed Boundary (red)
indicates the divide between the Lake Wingra 
Watershed and surrounding watersheds
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     G
A

R
D

N
E

R
 M

A
R

S
H

:  P
ark your bike in the parking

lot near the east entrance of the A
rboretum

, and cross
the street.  From

 the boardw
alks, you can see different 

areas of the m
arsh.  N

ear the edge of the M
arsh lies the

rem
ains of the "Lost C

ity". This w
as a m

odern suburb 
planned for the southeast shore of Lake W

ingra in the 
early 1900s.  A

fter the financial collapse of the 
developm

ent com
pany in the 1920s, roads and 

foundations sank into the m
arsh.  Y

ou can still see som
e 

of the foundations from
 the boardw

alk today.

     B
IG

 S
P

R
IN

G
: There is a parking lot atop the big hill on

M
cC

affery D
rive, w

ith the "traditional" arboretum
 plantings 

of Longnecker G
ardens to the south and the natural oak 

forest of W
ingra W

oods to the north. Follow
 the trail next to 

the bike rack to the B
ig S

pring overlook.  The w
ater from

 
this beautiful spring flow

s to Lake W
ingra.

       M
C

K
A

Y
 C

E
N

TE
R

/A
R

B
O

R
E

TU
M

: O
pened in 1977, the

M
cK

ay V
isitor C

enter is nam
ed after W

illiam
 M

cK
ay, w

ho 
contributed thousands of trees to early A

rboretum
 plantings 

and left a bequest for the construction of the C
enter.  

R
estroom

s and w
ater fountains are available in the M

cK
ay 

C
enter during building hours and nearby from

 M
ay through

O
ctober.

     TR
A

IL S
P

R
IN

G
: The stone staircase and w

all, attributed 
to Frank Lloyd W

right, w
ere built in the 1920s.  The w

all 
w

as extended along M
anitou W

ay by the A
rboretum

 C
C

C
 

crew
s in the 1930s.   A

lso know
n as G

orham
 S

pring and by 
the W

innebago (H
o-C

hunk) Tribe as "N
ibin-nagoo" or trail 

spring, this is one of the few
 springs still flow

ing into Lake 
W

ingra.  Look across the street to find the O
ld S

pring H
otel 

and read the plaque on the w
all for a bit of history.

       W
H

E
E

LE
R

 C
O

U
N

C
IL R

IN
G

: This stone m
eeting ring is 

located south of the parking lot off M
onroe S

t. and A
rbor. 

Follow
 the signs w

est of the parking lot.  This council ring, 
one of several designed by the fam

ous landscape architect 
Jens Jensen, w

as built in m
em

ory of his grandson. A
 nice 

boardw
alk to the south provides a loop through the 

w
etlands.

     W
IN

G
R

A
 P

A
R

K
: N

estled along the N
orthw

est shore of  
Lake W

ingra, W
ingra P

ark provides plenty of green space 
to picnic, play sports, or just relax.   B

oat rentals, a phone, 
and restroom

s are available at the boat house from
 M

ay 
through O

ctober.

     V
ILA

S
 P

A
R

K
: In 1904, W

illiam
 F. V

ilas gave 63 acres to 
the city for a park.  A

t the tim
e, only 25 acres w

ere suitable
for parkland.  S

o, in 1908, dredging began for the V
ilas 

P
ark Lagoon, w

ith the sedim
ent piled to create dry land.  

B
y 1914, there w

as a park w
ith band concerts and baseball 

gam
es on S

undays.

     TH
E

 H
E

N
R

Y
 V

ILA
S

 ZO
O

:  O
ne of few

 free zoos 
rem

aining in the U
nited S

tates, H
enry V

ilas Zoo is fun for 
all ages.  A

cross V
ilas D

rive is Lake W
ingra’s sw

im
m

ing 
beach. 

     W
IN

G
R

A
 O

U
TLE

T W
E

IR
: Just south of the zoo, there is 

a fishing pier w
ith a railing from

 w
hich you can see the 

v-shaped outflow
 to W

ingra C
reek. B

uilt in 1919, this w
eir, 

like a sm
all dam

, keeps the level of the w
ater in Lake 

W
ingra relatively steady, allow

ing high w
aters to flow

 out. 

     IN
D

IA
N

 M
O

U
N

D
S

: The sm
all park located just east of 

the H
enry V

ilas Zoo contains a large Indian burial m
ound 

and a playground. Indian m
ounds w

ere built at m
any

locations around Lake W
ingra by the W

innebago, or
H

o-C
hunk, tribe. 

     V
ILA

S
 P

A
R

K
 C

IR
C

LE
: A

t the very northern edge of the 
Lake W

ingra W
atershed, V

ilas P
ark C

ircle is a great place 
to observe the surface w

ater divide betw
een the M

endota 
and W

ingra w
atersheds. If it is raining, w

ater falling on the 
northern side flow

s to Lake M
endota; w

ater falling on the 
southern side flow

s to Lake W
ingra. 

      G
LE

N
W

O
O

D
 C

H
ILD

R
E

N
’S

 P
A

R
K

: C
elebrating its 50th 

A
nniversary in O

ctober 1999, this P
ark w

as recently 
restored w

ith native trees.  The park features a council ring 
that w

as originally designed by Jens Jensen. 

     W
E

S
TM

O
R

E
LA

N
D

 P
A

R
K

: This P
ark is a perfect stop 

for the longer rides.  B
e sure to take a seat on one of the 

benches located on the northw
est side of the park.  They 

are nestled w
ithin beautiful landscaping, providing a perfect 

atm
osphere for a rest or a picnic. 

     R
A

IN
 G

A
R

D
E

N
 at 614 P

iper D
r. R

esidence: Located in 
the front yard of this house is a rain garden.  A

 rain garden 
is designed to collect the w

ater running from
 the roof and 

stores it so that it w
ill infiltrate into the ground instead of 

running off into the street.  B
esides reducing storm

w
ater 

runoff, it helps keep the garden naturally w
atered.

     O
D

A
N

A
 H

ILLS
 P

A
R

K
: The w

ater body situated on the 
southern edge of this park is im

portant to the Lake W
ingra 

W
atershed.  This pond is one of several detention basins 

for storm
w

ater.  It collects runoff from
 the w

estern portion 
of the w

atershed and holds it to allow
 dirt and sand to settle 

before the w
ater enters the lake.  

     B
R

IC
K

 A
R

C
H

 (C
hippew

a D
r.): This arch w

as
 constructed to provide a visually pleasing route for 
storm

w
ater com

ing from
 the detention pond at O

dana H
ills 

P
ark to pass beneath the C

hicago and N
orthw

estern 
R

ailroad tracks. 

     N
A

K
O

M
A

 P
A

R
K

:  A
fter follow

ing the channel from
 the 

brick arch,  storm
w

ater flow
s through N

akom
a P

ark and 
into a grate. From

 this grate, w
ater flow

s to another
detention pond, and ultim

ately into Lake W
ingra.  Look for 

the channel and grate at the base of the lim
estone staircase.

     M
O

N
R

O
E

 S
TR

E
E

T P
O

N
D

: O
ne of the storm

w
ater 

detention ponds in the w
atershed can be seen from

 
M

onroe betw
een O

dana R
oad and G

lenw
ay D

rive. This 
pond is built to ease flooding and catch the dirt and sand 
from

 the w
atershed before the w

ater flow
s into Lake 

W
ingra. Y

ou can see Lake W
ingra to the south as you 

w
alk tow

ards the trees, and then see w
here the w

ater 
flow

s out of the pond and to the lake. 
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la
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La
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 b
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m
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th
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 s

ur
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 u
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, i

t i
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en
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ne
tw
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of
 s

to
rm

 
se
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de
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ed
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th
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. T

he
se

 s
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rm
 

se
w
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co
lle

ct
 ru
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ff 

fro
m

 s
tre

et
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an
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pa
rk

in
g 

lo
ts
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S

to
rm

 s
ew

er
 w

at
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tre

at
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t t
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 s
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it 
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 L
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W

in
gr
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 O
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do
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