PUBLIC HEALTH EPIDEMIOLOGIST 

(MCH, CHRONIC DISEASE)

DEFINITION

Under general direction, serves as the lead professional in studying the distribution and determinants of the health-related events in specified populations within Dane County and the application of this study to the prevention and control of the health problems.  Conducts ongoing and systematic assessment of the health of the community, including timely collection, analysis, interpretation, dissemination and use of health-related data.  Performs related duties as required.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES

Monitor selected health and disease indicators in order to identify trends and emerging threats to the health of the community.  Identify diseases and other health-related threats of greatest local impact so that prevention strategies and intervention efforts can be targeted effectively.  Track, analyze and report on countywide trends of chronic diseases, maternal and child health outcomes and public complaints regarding these and other factors that may impact on the health of the public.  Serve as the expert resource to Division of Public Health staff with regard to current trends, information resources and best practices in the fields of chronic disease and maternal and child health  epidemiology, prevention and control primarily, as well as other areas of priority and interest in Public Health.  Work with Public Health staff to develop and implement appropriate protocols for   epidemiological investigations.  Identify effective interventions and coordinate with other agencies, as appropriate.  Conduct related analysis and epidemiological studies and prepare reports and recommendations.  Develop and update  related databases for Dane County.  Provide data analysis, as requested,  for public health research conducted by the department. Provide back up to other epidemiologists employed by the department.

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS

Education and Experience: Qualified candidates will have a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university with significant coursework in public health, epidemiology, or other health-related field. In addition, candidate must have at least one-year professional experience in developing and using statistical tools for gathering, assessing and acting on health-related data.  A Masters degree in epidemiology, population health, or related field is preferred and may substitute for the one-year professional experience. Other combinations of training and/or experience will be considered.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:  Advanced knowledge of epidemiology principles and practices; knowledge of racial and ethnic disparities in health outcomes, as they relate to chronic disease and maternal and child health; ability and desire to learn; ability to consistently produce quality work; effective communication and teaching skills; ability to cope with change, frequent interruptions, deadlines, and other demands; skill at producing reports via word processing, spreadsheet, database and other software programs; ability to effectively plan, organize, prioritize, coordinate, delegate, implement and evaluate work; ability to collect, organize and analyze data, as well as to identify the significance of findings, make recommendations and prepare reports; ability to communicate effectively orally and in writing.

Special Requirements:  Possession of or eligibility for a Wisconsin driver’s license and access to reliable personal motor vehicle transportation.
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