PUBLIC HEALTH EPIDEMIOLOGIST  (ENVIRONMENTAL)

DEFINITION
Under general supervision of the Director of Environmental Health, this position performs epidemiological and risk assessment work for the Environmental Health Division, the Chronic Disease Program and serves as a back up for the Communicable Disease Epidemiologists. This position provides expertise in the evaluation and management of health risks due to environmental parameters.
EXAMPLES OF DUTIES
Examples of responsibilities include: performing risk assessments and recommending actions on issues such as air and drinking water quality, radon, pesticides and other toxic substance spills; communicating health risk information to the public, Board of Health, city and county agencies and policy makers; developing and implementing surveillance sysyems to identify environmental health hazards; investigating individual disease clusters or suspected health effects due to environmental factors; reviewing and evaluating scientific literature on environmental health concerns; routinely revising and updating the Department Environmental Health Report Card; serving as key Public Health contact and providing coordination for environmental health risk management activities pertaining to city, county and state issues; coordinating special epidemiological studies; participating in coordinating environmental educational and outreach events.

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS
Education and Experience: BS in environmental science, environmental health, environmental chemistry, epidemiology or related degrees  with coursework and experience in toxicology and epidemiology. An MS in epidemiology or toxicology is highly desirable for this position. Two to three years of related work experience.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities: Must have a sound scientific knowledge base in chemistry, environmental science, toxicology and epidemiology; advanced skills in working with computer software and hardware; ability to maintain electronic data bases; ability to understand and perform basic statistical analyses; ability to perform an epidemiological investigation; basic understanding of geographic information systems and ability to use them; ability to write clear and detailed evidence-based reports; ability to make presentations to groups of all size and the ability to work well with the general public

Special Requirements:  Possession of a valid Wisconsin driver’s license.
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