HEALTH EDUCATION SPECIALIST

DEFINITION

This is professional work in the field of public health education. The work 

involves being responsible for providing specialized support to specific public 

health programs by developing health education materials, systematic approaches 

for their delivery and evaluations of their effectiveness. Work in this class is 

typically focused on specific program objectives directed at improving the level 

of health knowledge and health behaviors relative to chronic and communicable 

disease producing risk factors. The work is performed as a team member in 

conjunction with professional public health staff and under the general 

supervision of the Director of Public Health Nursing.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES:

Participate in the assessment of community health needs. Assist in developing 

and/or redesigning of services to meet the identified public health educational 

needs. Survey target population groups and recommend training needs to meet program specific objectives. Provide leadership in the development, implementation and evaluation of specific educational programs presented to meet identified needs in community, group and individual educational settings, and spanning personal and environmental health issues.  Serve as an educational and informational consultant to Department staff in the development of specific health education programs. Confer with staff regarding pamphlets, posters, and other educational materials. Collaborate with other providers and health experts in the development of health education strategies to reduce gaps in health education services.  Participate in the evaluation of health education programs provided by the Department, including establishing outcome criteria, collecting and analyzing data, and preparing written recommendations for Department management and other public health providers.  Prepare and conduct public health educational programs in a variety of community settings as an effort to fulfill the Department's goals and objectives. Prepare and assist in preparation of Department publications.  Develop and/or modify existing media presentations (e.g., newsletters, video presentations, display and slide presentations). Represent the Public Health Department at appropriate meetings.

Prefer related work as required.

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS

Education and Experience: One year of responsible professional experience in developing, implementing and evaluating health education programs and performing community health needs assessment and planning. Such experience would normally be gained after completion of a college degree in Health Education or a closely related area. Other combinations of training and/or experience which can be demonstrated to result in the possession of the knowledge, skills and abilities necessary to perform the duties of this position will also be considered.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities: Considerable knowledge of techniques, principles and practices of health education. Knowledge of the role, functions and practices of a local public health agency. Working knowledge of health and sociological aspects of community life and of community social and health agencies. Basic knowledge of data management and statistical evaluation of systems. Ability to identify training needs, develop course curricula, and implement and evaluate public health educational programs. Ability to serve as a training specialist in consulting with staff on health education principles, techniques and methods. Ability to establish and maintain positive relationships with staff, health providers, citizens, customers and target groups. Ability to develop and present effective written and oral reports. Ability to develop and recommend changes in program operating procedures. Ability to develop health education media materials to include feature stories, newsletters, posters, bulletins, etc. Ability to express public health education issues effectively, both orally and in writing.

Special Qualifications: Ability to meet the transportation needs of the position.
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