DIETETIC SPECIALIST

DEFINITION

Individual works under the supervision of the Women, Infant and Children (WIC) Supplemental Food and Nutrition Program & Nutrition Services Supervisor.  The Dietetic Specialist (Registered Dietetic Technician) works individually and in collaboration with WIC Program and Public Health Madison and Dane County (PHMDC) staff to provide administrative, clinical and nutrition support to the PHMDC WIC Program.  Work includes nutrition screening, counseling and education of low-nutritional risk participants of the WIC Program in compliance with program requirements. 

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES

Completes nutrition assessments using accurate and appropriate anthropometric, hematological, medical/predisposing factors and dietary assessment data; provides accurate and appropriate nutrition and breastfeeding information through use of effective client/family-centered motivational interviewing and counseling techniques; identifies and incorporates cultural, social, behavioral and other factors of significance in developing nutrition care plans appropriate to individual client needs; makes appropriate referrals to health, social services and other community agencies; completes required documentation in WIC database; maintains established departmental policies and procedures, quality improvement, safety, environmental and infection control standards; and,  performs a variety of office duties.

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE: Graduation from an accredited college or university with an associate degree in a dietetic technician program.  Certification: Registered with CDR or eligible for registration within 6 months of hiring.  Must maintain registered dietetic technician credential during time of employment.  Preference will be given to individuals with at least one year of experience in a public health or community nutrition program setting and those that possess bilingual (Spanish/English) skills. 

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:  Knowledge of the principles, practices and theory of public health nutrition, especially in the areas of maternal, infant and child nutrition. Knowledge of human nutrition and its application in chronic disease prevention. Knowledge of community nutrition programs and related health and social agency functions. Knowledge and skill related to interviewing and counseling clients on nutrition. Ability to learn and use relevant computer programs. Skill in interacting sensitively and effectively with persons from diverse cultural, socioeconomic, educational, racial, ethnic and professional backgrounds, and persons of all ages and lifestyle preferences. Skill in understanding and applying oral, written or demonstrated instructions. Ability to work well with people and to maintain constructive relationships in dealing with the public and colleagues. Ability to maintain client confidentiality. Ability to communicate effectively both orally and in writing. Ability to perform anthropometric and hematological measurements. Ability to maintain adequate attendance. Physical strength and dexterity necessary to set up nutrition clinics, as well as transport equipment and supplies. 

Special Requirements: 

Registered Dietetic Technician (registered with CDR) or eligible for registration within 6 months of hiring. Must maintain the DTR credential during the time of employment.  

License: Possession of a valid Wisconsin drivers license; and, ability to meet the transportation requirements of this position in a reliable manner.  

This position requires working regular early evening hours to staff clinics to meet customers’ needs.
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