Medicolegal Investigator

DEFINITION

Under general supervision, investigates and reports on the cause and manner of deaths; determines if a case falls under the Medical Examiner’s Office jurisdiction; and performs related work as required.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES

· Investigate death scenes to determine cause and manner of death in accordance with Wisconsin State Statutes.

· Examines evidence at the scene to establish an initial assessment of the cause and manner of death as natural, suicidal, accidental, homicidal or undetermined.

· Assists in the identification of the decedent by examining the body and the scene of the death.

· Collects and preserves physical evidence in accordance with the established chain of custody procedures.

· Notifies the next of kin personally or in conjunction with law enforcement, judicial agencies or chaplain service.

· Supervises the removal of the body from the scene of death and the transport to the morgue.

· Obtains personal data and medical history on cases from hospital personnel, health care personnel, interviews with family, neighbors, friends and others.

· Testifies in civil and criminal court cases on the results of investigations and other expert information.

· Prepares and issues death certificates, disinterment permits, subpoenas, and other legally binding documents for embalming and cremation.

· Establishes and maintains effective working and public relations with various local and state law enforcement agencies, federal officers, county departments and the public.

· Assists at autopsies and subsequent cleaning, stocking and preparation of the morgue.

· Assists at autopsy with photographic duties, collection and documentation of evidence recovered at postmortem examination.

· Performs other duties as required.

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS

Education and Experience:  Any combination of training or experience equivalent to an associate degree in police science, medical technology or related field and two years experience either performing criminal or civil investigations including the writing of investigative reports.
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Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:

· Considerable knowledge of Chapter 979 of the Wisconsin State Statutes concerning the investigation of death.

· Considerable knowledge of causes and manners of death and their manifestations with regard to the body, scene and history.

· Considerable knowledge of investigative techniques, principles, and practices used in the research of cause and manner of death.

· Considerable knowledge of the morphological aspects of the causes of death with special attention to necropsy.

· Working knowledge of medical terminology and medicine as it pertains to death and varying forms of trauma.

· Ability to communicate with survivors of the decedent.

· Ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships with other public agencies and the general public.

· Ability to interpret a death scene, identify items of evidence and assess the condition of the body.

· Ability to take proper photographs of scene, body and evidence for documentation.

· Ability to physically remove a body from the scene of death and supervise the transport of the body to the morgue insuring the preservation of any trace evidence.

· Ability to secure facts through investigation and inspections and to analyze and interpret these facts effectively.

· Ability to prepare and present accurate, objective, and thorough reports.

· Ability to respond to calls in a timely fashion.

· Oral and written communication skills.

Special Requirements:  Possession of or eligibility for a valid Wisconsin driver's license; access to reliable personal motor vehicle transportation; availability to work evenings, weekends and holidays.
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