FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST

DEFINITION

Under general supervision, this position provides forensic pathology services to Dane County.  The position will perform medical examinations and autopsies; review medical records, investigative reports and other information; and perform other duties as required.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES

Perform medical examinations and autopsies; review medical records, investigative reports and other information; examine microscopic slides of tissue specimens; prepare reports of findings and conclusions; assist in identification of unknown remains; consult with physicians, attorneys, coroners and medical examiners and other investigators; provide in-service training for the Coroner’s Office personnel; and testify in court legal proceedings.

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS

Education and Experience:  Certification by the American Board of Pathology in anatomical and forensic pathology.  Must have current licensure or eligibility for licensure to practice medicine in the State of Wisconsin.  At least one year of board certified forensic pathology experience is preferred.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:

· Considerable knowledge of Chapter 979 of the Wisconsin State Statutes concerning the investigation of death

· Considerable knowledge of causes and manners of death and their manifestations with regard to the body, scene and history

· Considerable knowledge of investigative techniques, principles, and practices used in the research of cause and manner of death

· Considerable knowledge of the morphological aspects of the causes of death with special attention to necropsy

· Working knowledge of medical terminology and medicine as it pertains to death and varying forms of trauma

· Ability to communicate with survivors of the decedent

· Ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships with other public agencies and the general public

· Ability to interpret a death scene, identify items of evidence and assess the condition of the body

· Ability to secure facts through investigation and inspections and to analyze and interpret these facts effectively

· Ability to prepare and present accurate, objective, and thorough reports

· Ability to respond to calls in a timely fashion

· Oral and written communication skills

Special Requirements:  Possession of or eligibility for a valid Wisconsin driver's license; access to reliable personal motor vehicle transportation; availability to work evenings, weekends and holidays.
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