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Village of Rockdale, Dane County 

Urban Service Area Amendment Petition 

The Village of Rockdale is submitting this petition to amend the Rockdale Urban Service 
Area, which would: 

Add seven eastside properties to the urban service area. 
Delete the Young property from the urban service area. 
Convert the Rockdale Urban Service Area to the Rockdale Limited Service Area, 

since the Village does not intend to provide a municipal water system within the 25 year 
planning period.  The parcels to be added to the urban service area include environmental 
corridors, such that, no net developable acreage will be added to the Rockdale Urban 
Service Area. It is anticipated that the added development area will fully occur within a 10-
year time frame. The parcels are described as follows: 

Parcel to be deleted from the Rockdale USA
Young Property: This parcel is approximately 21.7 acres in size in the Town of Christiana, 
but it does not include the house (0.3 acres). The property is located north of the village and 
west of Highlands Drive. 

Parcels to be added to the Rockdale USA
Sievers Property:  This 14.2-acre parcel is located southeast of County Highway B in the 
Town of Christiana. The general development plan proposes 17 lots for single family 
housing. Two access roads are proposed on County Highway B.  Environmental corridors 
are planned for the retention areas and steep-sloped wooded portions of the residential lots. 
This parcel has recently been annexed.  
Barlow Property: This parcel, 15.7 acres in size, is located north of East Rockdale Road in 
the Town of Christiana. The general development plan proposes 17 lots for single family 
housing. Environmental corridors are planned for the retention area and steep-sloped 
wooded portions of the residential lots.   Lots will have access from the Sievers property to 
the north. This parcel has recently been annexed. 
Lein Property: This 3.1-acre parcel is located at the south end of Merchant Road in the 
Village of Rockdale. Two lots are proposed for single family homes with a 0.9-acre basin. 
Snyder Property: This 1.9-acre parcel, located west of Exchange Street in Rockdale. Three 
lots are proposed for two single family homes. 
Other Properties: The parcels added as discussed at the February 28th CARPC meeting, 
include a total of 1.8 acres, which are the Hughes, Maruszewski or Zuelsdorf properties.   

Map 1 shows the parcels in relationship to the existing urban service area, existing and 
proposed land uses, environmental corridors and existing and proposed rights-of-way. 

The Village of Rockdale has notified the Town of Christiana of its intent to seek realignment 
of the urban service area. 



USA Submittal 

1.0 Plan Consistency  

1.1 The comprehensive master plan for Rockdale as amended recommends residential 
infill with expansion on the eastside, in which the wastewater treatment plant is designed for 
about 321 persons or allowing for about 40 new housing units. The Village has a few 
potential infill vacant building lots in the urban service area, in addition to the 42 potential 
residential building sites that it can create as part of an USA Amendment. This proposal 
would remove the 21.7-acre part of the Young property north of the Village from the urban 
service area. The proposal also adds seven properties (described above) into the urban 
service area; including five properties in the Village, creating eight home sites and two 
properties that were recently annexed, creating a total of 38 home sites. A copy of the 
Comprehensive Master Plan for the Village of Rockdale is on file with the Capital Area 
Regional Planning Commission. 
   
1.2  See the appendix for the finding by the local plan commission that the proposed USA 
amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 
   

2.0 Intergovernmental Cooperation 

2.1 See the appendix for document notification of the Town of Christiana.  
     
2.2 The Town of Christiana has not opposed the two annexations, now final.

3.0 Land Use  

Table 1: USA Amendment Area Data 
Number of Acres Number of

Proposed Land Use 
Land
Area 

Percent 
of Total 

Developed 
Land

Environmental 
Corridor 

Developable 
Area 

Housing 
Units Persons Students

One Family 
Residential 27.0 73.8% 0.0 6.5 20.5 42 107 23.0
Street Rights-of-
way 5.7 15.6% 1.4 0.0 4.3
Stormwater Basin 1.9 5.2% 0.0 1.9 0.0
Other 2.0 5.5% 0.3 1.7 0.0
Total Area Added  36.6 100% 1.7 10.1 24.8 42 107 23
Total Area 
Deleted -21.7   0.0 0.0 -21.7
County Park in 
Existing USA 0.0   0.0 0.9 -0.9
Net Developable 
Area 14.9 1.7 11.0 2.2

3.2 See the proposed USA amendment boundary Map 1 in the appendix files. 

VILLAGE OF ROCKDALE 
URBAN SERVICE AREA AMENDMENT JUNE 18, 2007 SUBMITTAL 

PAGE 2



3.2 See Table 1 above for the acreage of proposed land uses for the amended areas. 
Nearly 37 acres are proposed to be added, including more than ten acres of environmental 
corridor and 1.7 acres of existing development, resulting in an increase of 2.2 developable 
acres. The area proposed for deletion includes 21.7 acre, which is developable land, however 
the existing home site will remain in the urban service area.  

3.3 The proposed addition contains 1.7 acres of existing development, mostly rights-of-
ways, and the proposed deletion does not contain any existing development.   

3.4 The land uses surrounding the proposed additions to the urban service area in the 
Town of Christiana are primarily agricultural, extractive, woodlands or undeveloped. The land 
uses surrounding the proposed additions to the urban service area in the older parts of 
Rockdale are residential on the north and west and open area to the south and east.  

3.5 The proposal is less than 100 developable acres and lots will develop within 10 years. 

4.0 Housing & Economic Development  

4.1 The proposed housing shown in Table 1 includes proposed lots for 42 housing units, 
which are being zoned for single family residential development. At an average of 2.55 
persons per housing unit, the proposed housing could accommodate about 107 residents.  

4.2 The proposed development is intended for housing to be sold at market rates.  

4.3 The proposal would expand the village business market by increasing its size by a 
third at build out.  

5.0 Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources  

5.1 About 11 acres are designated for environmental corridors, as shown on Map 1 and 
the listed in Table 1. The environmental corridors include conservation easements (6.5 acres) 
in the new plats, three storm water management basins (1.9 acres) on three properties and a 
1.7-acre park. Also in the existing USA a 0.9 acres of environmental corridor was added for 
the old mill, which was razed and the land converted to county parkland. 

5.2 No wetlands, floodplains or drainage ways are located in the proposed parcels to be 
added to the urban service area. 

5.3 Not applicable. 

5.4 Environmental corridor designations meet CARPC requirements. 
    
5.5 Environmental corridors criteria requirements are extended to steep slope and 
wooded areas and stormwater basins, which will be deed restricted in two new subdivisions 
and a CSM.  

5.5 Not applicable 
.   
5.6 There are no known historic structures or archaeological areas in the USAA.
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6.0 Utilities and Stormwater Management  

6.1 The layout of the street and lots design of the eastern portion of the USA amendment 
is shown on the Barlow-Sievers Conceptual Plan. The sanitary sewer main along County 
Highway B would be extended northeasterly to serve the proposed USAA sanitary sewerage 
collection system on the Sievers and Barlow properties.  Sanitary sewer schematics will be 
provided under separate cover. The boundaries of the Village of Rockdale will be expanded 
to serve the proposed development. Sanitary sewer lines will be located in the public street 
rights-of-way.   

6.2 The new Rockdale wastewater plant, scheduled for construction in 2007 or 2008, will 
have an average daily flow capacity of 25,000 gpd.  The facility’s peak day capacity will be 
30,000 gpd, which is adequate to serve the development proposed USAA, plus some 
development on existing lots in the Village The addition of 42 new lots plus infill lots may add 
up to 10,000 gpd 

6.3 Wastewater flows are not currently measured at the Rockdale wastewater treatment 
facility.  Incoming flow is estimated based on pump run time, and has an average of nearly 
19,000 gallons per day.  The highest observed peak wastewater flow rate was 24,000 gpd.    

6.4 Water supply is provided by private well in the Village of Rockdale. “Since the Village 
does not have current capability to provide urban services in addition to public sanitary sewer, 
it is recommended that the Rockdale Urban Service Area be reclassified as a limited service 
area”. As noted in the Comprehensive Master Plan for the Village of Rockdale this would 
mean that the Village would not provide urban services to new development other than 
sanitary sewer and storm water management. 

6.5 Not applicable see above. 

6.6 The Cambridge Fire Department provides fire protection in the Village of Rockdale. 
The fire department’s emergency equipment includes two engines with pumping capacity of 
1,500 and 1,000 per minute, 2,000 and 3,742-gallon tankers and a brush truck.   

6.7 Not applicable see above.  

6.8 Two storm water management basins are proposed as part of the Barlow-Sievers 
conceptual plan, one on the north parallel to County Highway B and the other on the south 
next to East Rockdale Road. Both basins will be managed by the village. 

6.9 The proposed storm water management measures and standards contained in the 
Dane County ordinance have been adopted and will be required by the village. 

6.10 Once subdivisions are approved storm water ponds will be installed prior to land 
disturbing activities. 
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7.0 Transportation. 

7.1 The proposed additions are served by local streets and by two access streets to 
County Trunk Highway B. The streets in both developments will meet the new standards of 
the village. Based upon recommendations from the Village’s consultant engineer, street 
design will respond to stormwater management requirements, street function and site 
conditions.  

7.2 Some sidewalks are provided in Rockdale, including in the business district along 
County Highway B. Sidewalks do not extend to the amendment areas. However, the new 
subdivision ordinance requires the installation of sidewalks. 

7.3 No facilities for bicyclists are currently provided, however paved shoulders are 
planned for County Trunk Highway B, but are not on the TIP for Dane County before 2008. 
Highway B is adjacent to the largest portion of the area proposed to be added to the urban 
service area. By next year Cam-Rock County Park, which is located immediately northeast of 
the Sievers development, will have a bicycle trail running from Rockdale to Cambridge. 

7.4 No transit is available in the Rockdale area, except for the Retired Senior Volunteer 
Driver Escort Program (RSVP).  

7.5 The Comprehensive Master Plan of the Village of Rockdale recommends that “the 
Dane County Human Services, Cambridge Senior Services and the R.S.V.P. Program to 
continue to provide and expand specialized transportation services, as needed”. 

8.0 Community Facilities 

8.1 The Village contracts with the Village of Cambridge for local policing services from the 
Dane County Sheriff’s Department. No expanded service is anticipated at this time.  
   
8.2 Cambridge Fire Department provides fire protection to Rockdale, Cambridge and 
parts of two towns. The fire station is located two miles north of Rockdale.    

8.3 Cambridge Area Emergency Medical Services District provides for nearly the same 
area as the Cambridge Fire Department. The Cambridge Area EMS District maintains two 
fully equipped ambulances and the station is located two miles north of Rockdale.    
     
8.4 The Village contracts with private vendors to provide solid waste collection services 
and other municipal services to Village residents.  
      
8.5 The proposed residential development areas are located within a quarter mile of 
Cam-Rock County Park and within three-eighths of a mile to Rockdale Community Park. 
Based on 0.54 students per single family unit, about 23 new students are anticipated from the 
proposed development. Area schools are located in Cambridge two miles north of Rockdale. 

9.0 Supplemental information 

9.1 One copy of detailed utilities and storm water management maps are included with 
the USA amendment submittal.    
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9.2 Pertinent copies of engineering reports are under separate cover.  

Appendices 

Map 1: Amendment to the Rockdale Urban Service Area 

Rockdale Land Use Plan Map 6, Revised January 2008  

Sievers’ Rockdale Heights 

Barlow’s Highlands of Rockdale 
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