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Decomposers



Source: Bedford and Zimmerman, 1975 







Wingra Creek

Monona Bay

Murphy Creek

Source: Environmental Corridors, DCRPC, 1996



Ecological pyramids of numbers, biomass, and energy
for a forest, a shallow pond, and an "old field. "

Source: John A. Keslick, Jr. 





Mean minimum and maximum core terrestrial habitat for 
amphibians and reptiles (herptiles)
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Frogs 672 1207

Salamanders 384 715

Amphibians 522 951

Snakes 551 997

Turtles 403 941

Reptiles 417 948

Herptiles 466 948

Source: Semlitsch and Bodie, 2003



Zones of Protection for Wetlands

100-200 ft

Aquatic Buffer

Core Habitat
540-1000 ft

Terrestrial 
Buffer150 ft

Core Wetland

Source: Semlitsch and Jensen, 2001
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Source: Dane County, 2007 
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• More bankfull or higher stream volumes

• More frequent and higher floods

• Higher peaks and flashier stormflow for a given size storm

• Longer duration of higher streamflows

• Less groundwater recharge, therefore lower dry-weather 
baseflow levels, higher temperatures

• Greater water table and wetland water level fluctuations

Hydrologic impacts of urbanization on streams:





� Minimize Impervious Cover

� Maximize Natural Vegetation

� Maintain/Mimic Natural Hydrologic Conditions

Take Home Points:Take Home Points:





Pheasant Branch

Marsh



Questions?


