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ANCR (AG)

GOAL 1. Identify areas of Dane County suitable for long-term preservation and viability of diverse agricultural 
enterprises and resources. [Protect / Encourage protection of]   those areas for the benefit and use of current and 
future generations.   

ANCR (AG) a. Minimize the amount of land converted from agricultural use to accommodate permitted non-farm development.

ANCR (AG)
b. Expand the Dane County Farmland Trust Fund for the Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE).

ANCR (AG)
c. Establish a countywide transfer of development rights (TDR) framework for towns, villages and cities that wish to join.

ANCR (AG) d. Enforce tax credit penalties under state law for land rezoned out of exclusive agricultural zoning.

ANCR (AG)
e. Reduce scattered rural nonfarm development by encouraging clustering of rural development as part of a town farmland 
preservation strategy.  Provide tools such as conservation subdivisions to accomplish this objective.

ANCR (AG)
GOAL 2: Maintain Dane County’s status as one of the nation’s most productive and economically viable 
agricultural areas. Keep farming economically viable in Dane County through the 21st century.

ANCR (AG)
a. Ordinances and regulations which restrict noise, odors, keeping of animals or other activities that could inhibit typical farm
operations should not apply in locally-designated agricultural areas.

ANCR (AG) b. Actively promote and develop direct-marketing alternatives for all agricultural foods and products.
ANCR (AG) c. Develop marketing tools to promote use of Dane County grown goods in local, regional and wider markets.  
ANCR (AG) d. Continue and strengthen efforts to educate farmers about cost-saving measures.

ANCR (AG)
e. Educate the general public on the value that agriculture production/Agri-Business adds to the Dane County economy.

ANCR (AG) f. Help entrepreneurs plan, start and grow new enterprises that capture value from agriculture.

ANCR (AG)
g. Provide information about modern agriculture production to foster understanding and tolerance between farmers and their
residential neighbors.

ANCR (AG) h. Establish a County Agriculture Enterprise Development Center.
ANCR (AG) i. Market Badger Care to rural farm families needing health insurance.

ANCR (AG)
j. Consider whether any new county regulations would put Dane County farmers at a competitive disadvantage to farmers in
adjoining counties.

ANCR (AG)
GOAL 3:  Maintain Dane County’s rural character and preserve the distinct character and physical separation of 
Dane County communities.

ANCR (AG) a. Encourage separation of incompatible uses in rural areas.

ANCR (AG)
b. Encourage future urban development to be compact, adjacent to existing development and consistent with town planning 
policies. 

ANCR (AG)

c. Commercial and industrial uses which are not agriculturally related should be located in areas identified for such use and 
where the full range of public services (sewer, water, fire protection and police protection) can be economically provided. 

ANCR (AG)
d. Reduce scattered rural nonfarm development by encouraging clustering of rural development as part of a town farmland 
preservation strategy.  Provide tools such as conservation subdivisions to accomplish this objective.

ANCR(LAND)

GOAL 1:  Develop and promote a county-wide system of open space corridors as a framework to protect the 
natural environment and scenic values, provide outdoor recreation opportunities and preserve for posterity the 
nature and diversity of our natural heritage.

ANCR(LAND)
a. Establish a countywide transfer of development rights (TDR) framework for towns, villages and cities that wish to join.  

ANCR(LAND)
b. Minimize adverse impacts of necessary encroachment of utilities and transportation facilities on land and water resources
in Dane County.  

ANCR(LAND)
c. Environmental corridors which are identified in a plan adopted by the county and town boards  and which are part of an 
operating farm should be zoned either for agriculture or conservancy use. 
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ANCR(LAND) d. Seek to incorporate adopted regional trails within future utility and transportation corridors. 

ANCR(LAND)
GOAL 2:  Provide sufficient parks and outdoor recreation areas to meet the needs of the residents of Dane County.

ANCR(LAND) a. Fully implement the recreational elements of the Dane County Parks & Open Space Plan .

ANCR(LAND) b. Conduct regular surveys of Dane County residents on a periodic basis to find out if all recreational needs are met.

ANCR(LAND)
GOAL 3:  Use open space to achieve recreational connections, separation of communities and help guide urban 
growth.

ANCR(LAND)
a. Cooperate with other units of government in establishing a permanent network of open spaces and resource corridors, 
linked where possible, adjacent to all parts of the central urban area of the county. 

ANCR(LAND)

GOAL 4:  Protect and maximize public enjoyment of the scenic qualities of Dane County by preserving views of 
landmarks, including high promontories or viewpoints, mitigating the visual impact of proposed developments 
and facilities, and improving public access to scenic areas and views.

ANCR(LAND) a. Maintenance of native vegetation along local roadsides should be encouraged when practical. 

ANCR(LAND)

b. Define and map viewsheds and watersheds that might impact Recreation Parks, Natural Resource Sites, Historic Sites, 
Regional Trails, and Scenic Driving Cooridors as identified within the Dane County Parks and Open Space Plan. 

ANCR(LAND) c. Develop a scheme to work with willing landowners to protect mapped viewsheds and watersheds. 

ANCR(LAND)

GOAL 5.  Preserve, restore and sustain Dane County natural communities and resources, including grasslands, 
wetlands, woodlands and soils, to protect their benefits for: economic land use; wildlife habitat; erosion control; 
preservation of natural beauty; groundwater recharge; water quality protection; flood prevention, and ecosystem 
health.

ANCR(LAND) a. Fully implement the natural resource protection elements of the Dane County Parks & Open Space Plan .

ANCR(LAND)
b. Complete the 10-year Conservation Fund acquisition program described in the Parks & Open Space Plan by year 8.

ANCR(LAND) c. Renew the Conservation Fund for 10 years by 2008. 

ANCR(LAND)
d. Identify, map and prioritize key natural resources, including those outside the scope of the Parks & Open Space Plan, 
prior or concurrently to renewal of another 10 year Conservation Fund program.. 

ANCR(LAND) GOAL 6.  Promote a holistic, ecosystem-based approach to natural resource protection.

ANCR(LAND)
a. Recognize the inter-relationship of adjacent landscape types, and avoid dividing natural units or breaking important 
linkages.

ANCR(LAND)
b. Protect the scenic values of the Dane County landscape by preserving and enhancing vegetative cover, particularly on 
steep, wooded slopes and stream and lake shorelands.

ANCR(LAND)
c. Plan and implement the restoration and management of prairies, woodlands and wetlands on public lands and with 
willing private property owners. 

ANCR(LAND) d. Increase opportunities for public/private partnerships for protecting natural areas in Dane County. 

ANCR(WATER)
GOAL 1:  Develop comprehensive water management policies for Dane County, considering the connections 
between land-use, urban growth, and surface water and groundwater issues.

ANCR(WATER)
a. Encourage land use patterns and practices which preserve the integrity of the natural hydrologic system, including the 
balance between ground and surface waters.

ANCR(WATER)
b. Partner with and involve citizens businesses, and other units of government on soil and water conservation initiatives in 
rural and urban areas.

ANCR(WATER)
c. Support educational initiatives through public schools, the University of Wisconsin and UWEX relating to land and water 
conservation.

ANCR(WATER)
d. Require that short-term uses of the land for resource extraction or waste disposal are conducted in such a manner that 
public benefits are maximized, while detrimental effects of the environment are minimized.
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ANCR(WATER)
e. New urban and rural development will be in areas that minimize potential adverse impacts on the quality of ground and 
surface waters.

ANCR(WATER)
GOAL 2:  Decrease flooding and flood-related problems within Dane County and in areas affected by Dane County 
drainage.

ANCR(WATER) a. Prevent development from  increasing the potential for flood-related problems. 
ANCR(WATER) b. Fully implement the Dane County Flood Mitigation Plan .
ANCR(WATER) c. Minimize runoff from existing and new developments. 

ANCR(WATER)

GOAL 3:  Protect, improve and rehabilitate the quality and quantity of groundwater in Dane County.  Provide a 
sustainable supply of drinking water while maintaining the natural hydrologic cycle and groundwater-dependent 
ecosystems.

ANCR(WATER)
a. Determine an ideal level for the regional water table, develop a plan of immediate short-term and long-term actions to 
stabilize the water table at that level, and begin increasing groundwater level by 2045.  [ANCR 01-1-05]

ANCR(WATER) b. Map areas of high infiltration, soils, known recharge areas & areas suitable for wetland restoration. 
ANCR(WATER) c. Improve monitoring of land-spreading septage to protect groundwater and surface-water quality.
ANCR(WATER) d. Promote public awareness of the need for water conservation.

ANCR(WATER)
e. Implement water conservation and decrease per-capita water consumption through development of standards for new 
development and incentives for existing development.

ANCR(WATER)
f. Recommend groundwater protection strategies to improve existing management and prevent groundwater pollution.

ANCR(WATER)
g. All major land use and siting decisions in Dane County should include evaluation of potential groundwater and hydrologic 
impacts.

ANCR(WATER)
h. Incorporate stormwater management practices, such as detention and infiltration, in new urban development to maintain 
or improve groundwater recharge.

ANCR(WATER)
i. Explore innovative methods of improving water quality and waste disposal by design of development together with 
applications of new technology.

ANCR(WATER) j. Support public sewer service limited to those areas designated as urban service areas or limited service areas.

ANCR(WATER)
k. Implement a policy of no-net-loss of groundwater recharge, compared to presettlement ecosystems, for all new 
development. 

ANCR(WATER)
GOAL 4: Protect and rehabilitate the water quality of the surface waters of Dane County.  Surface water resources 
include rural and urban lakes, rivers, wetlands and watersheds.

ANCR(WATER)
a. Maintain or enhance the designation of all current Outstanding Resource Waters,  Exceptional Resource Waters, Class I 
and Class II Trout Streams through 2045.

ANCR(WATER)
b. Improve at least 80% of 303(d) impaired water bodies to the point that they are no longer listed as impaired by 2045 at 
the rate of at least 20% per decade.  Prevent any new water bodies from becoming impaired.

ANCR(WATER)

c. Implement effective regulations, education programs and cleaning procedures at public and private boat landings, starting
by no later than 2008, to eliminate the spread of invasive aquatic plants and animal species in Dane County lakes and 
rivers. 

ANCR(WATER)

d. Preserve the role of wetlands, woodlands and streambank buffers as essential components of the hydrologic system as 
well as valuable wildlife habitat. and to restore degraded wetland resources and streambank buffers where possible. 

ANCR(WATER) e. Increase vegetative cover within urban areas.
ANCR(WATER) f. Manage  nutrients in an economic and environmentally sound manner.  

ANCR(WATER)
g. New urban and suburban development will incorporate utilization of natural drainage patterns and measures to minimize 
or entrap pollutants before they enter surface waters.

ANCR(WATER)
h. Protect shoreland and floodplain areas throughout the County, in both incorporated and unincorporated areas, and 
emphasize their value to the community as potential focal points of natural beauty and recreation. .
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ANCR(WATER)
i. Wastewater facilities planning and improvements should be conducted in the context of comprehensive areawide and 
watershed plans for pollution control and resource protection.

ANCR(WATER) j. Coordinate water quality monitoring.

ANCR(WATER)
k. Better manage, mitigate and encourage new technologies to improve quality and reduce quantity of urban stormwater 
runoff.

ANCR(WATER)
l. Better manage mitigate and encourage new technologies to improve quality and reduce quantity of rural stormwater 
runoff..

ANCR(WATER)

GOAL 5: Develop and promote a county-wide system of open space corridors based on watersheds as a 
framework to protect the natural environment and scenic values, and provide outdoor recreation opportunities.

ANCR(WATER)

a. Permanently protect key sensitive and critical environmental resources, including, but not limited to: infiltration areas, 
riparian habitat, in-stream habitat, wetland habitat, wetlands, groundwater recharge areas, open space corridors, spawning 
grounds, shore cover, and headwater areas.

ANCR(WATER) b. Fully implement the Dane County Parks & Open Space Plan .
ANCR(WATER) GOAL 6: Enhance recreational opportunities associated with water resources.  

ANCR(WATER)
a. Provide access to lakes and streams and water-based recreation trails.  [Moved to implementation phase, ANCR 02-09-
05]

ANCR(WATER) b. Encourage use of our lakes and parks as public gathering places
ANCR(WATER) c. Add more and improve existing public accesses to water resources, including landings and shoreline parks
ANCR(WATER) d. Ensure quality access for a wide variety of water uses while minimizing competition and conflict. 
ANCR(WATER) e. Manage water levels and protect shorelines to preserve scenic beauty.
ANCR(WATER) f. Improve water clarity and quality to support safe, healthy and enjoyable water recreation.

ANCR(WATER)
GOAL 7:  Use watershed boundaries to inform relevant  land use and water resource planning and decision-
making. 

ANCR(WATER)
a. Use watersheds as geographic units of analysis to evaluate the impacts to water bodies of both current land uses and 
proposed changes in land use.

ANCR(WATER)
b. Encourage integration and coordination of public agencies and local units of government within every watershed to 
achieve improvement to the quality of all water bodies in Dane County.

ANCR(WATER)
c. Foster partnerships with water resource-oriented citizen’s groups to involve them in each stage of watershed planning 
and decision-making. 

ANCR(WATER)

d. Educate local elected officials and members of local planning and zoning commissions about critical water resource 
issues within their watershed, by having watershed-based training workshops at regular intervals, and other educational 
efforts as appropriate. 

ANCR(WATER)
e. Educate local residents, developers and elected officials about changes in Wisconsin DNR rules and regulations 
regarding surface water, ground water and conservation.

ANCR(WATER)
f. Direct planning staff to organize information about current land use and anticipated changes in land use by watershed.

ANCR(WATER)

g. By  no later than 2008, Dane County staff, working with local units of government and local residents, will develop a 
schedule and a process to create a land use plan for each watershed in the county, focusing on issues of infiltration, 
wetland preservation, recommended development phasing and stream buffers over a 50 year timeline. These watershed 
plans, when completed, shall become a part of the water resources component of the Dane County Comprehensive Plan. 

ANCR(WILDLIFE)

GOAL 1.  Preserve for posterity the nature and diversity of Dane County’s natural heritage by identifying and 
protecting lands and waters critical in conserving: native, endangered, threatened & unique plants & animals; 
wildlife habitats and; native ecological communities.

ANCR(WILDLIFE) a. Fully implement the Dane County Parks & Open Space Plan.
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ANCR(WILDLIFE) b. Incorporate natural resource areas in plans for parks and open space.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
c. Encourage adoption of effective local ordinances to protect steep slopes, hillsides, bluffs and grassland communities.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
d. Seek state, federal and other funding to protect steep slopes, hillsides, bluffs, grassland communities and wildlife habitat. 

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
e. Before approving any changes in land use, consider the impact on wildlife habitat, potential locations of rare plant and 
animal species and archeological sites.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
f. Promote public and agency education so that grasslands gain equal footing with forests and wetlands in the public’s 
perception of important natural habitats.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
g. Encourage the management and preservation of existing woodlands as an economic land use, as wildlife habitat, as an 
erosion control measure, and as a means of preserving the natural beauty of Dane County.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
h. Protect cliff communities as they become identified, by discouraging development or removal of native vegetation that 
would subject them to erosion or destruction.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
i. Focus on communities as well as on species whenever possible.  Community management emphasizes habitats, 
recognizing that habitats support communities, not single species in isolation.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
j. In the absence of natural area corridors such as river ways, establish at least one open space corridor, such as farmland, 
connecting each significant natural area to at least one other significant natural area, where possible.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)

k. Preserve and enhance wildlife habitats through cooperation on acquisition and management of wildlife habitat in Dane 
County, maintaining large areas of open space in the county, and minimizing the disturbance caused by development. 

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
GOAL 2.  Provide for sustainable, diverse hunting, fishing, wildlife observation and wildlife appreciation 
opportunities within Dane County.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
a. Build partnerships with local chapters of conservation organizations and rod and gun clubs to help with wildlife habitat 
protection.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
ANCR(WILDLIFE)

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
GOAL 3. Eliminate, reduce or mitigate the effect of exotic and invasive species on Dane County land and water 
resources.

ANCR(WILDLIFE) a. Discourage landscaping with ecologically invasive species.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
b. Develop new public/private construction and public facility maintenance guidelines to prevent introduction or translocation
of exotic and invasive species.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
c. Promote local government and general public awareness and education about invasive species that may present 
environmental, economic or social risks.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)

GOAL 4. Maintain or improve the biodiversity of Dane County land & water resources by: protecting and 
enhancing in-stream, riparian, wetland, and upland habitat, and; maintaining  and restoring diverse, high quality 
biological communities that occurred naturally in southern Wisconsin (woods, savannas, prairies, wetlands).

ANCR(WILDLIFE) a. Encourage the use of native plants in landscaping, where appropriate.
ANCR(WILDLIFE) b. Maintain large, intact areas of native vegetation.
ANCR(WILDLIFE) c. Establish program priorities for species and habitat protection.
ANCR(WILDLIFE) d. Protect rare landscapes.
ANCR(WILDLIFE) e. Maintain connections among wildlife habitat areas.
ANCR(WILDLIFE) f. Maintain significant ecological processes.
ANCR(WILDLIFE) g. Contribute to the regional persistence of rare species.
ANCR(WILDLIFE) h. Develop within the constraints of natural features.
ANCR(WILDLIFE) i. Maintain and develop buffers between public lands and human development.

b.  [Move original to implementation under Objective IV 1.k., ANCR 2/9/05] Identify lands under County ownership that may 
be considered for trade or transfer of management to the Wisconsin DNR that would enable public hunting to occur on 
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ANCR(WILDLIFE) GOAL 5. Balance public and private needs with wildlife habitat needs.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
a. Reward farmers and other landowners as stewards of the whole landscape, including managed resources such as water 
and wildlife.

ANCR(WILDLIFE) b. Reward landowners who provide habitat for wildlife communities that are significant to the community.

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
c. Establish countywide PDR/TDR to fairly compensate willing landowners for additional wildlife habitat and open space 
protection. 

ANCR(WILDLIFE)
d. Whenever possible, consider and include private lands of willing landowners to ensure the success of statewide, county 
and regional management goals, because there is not enough publicly owned land to do so.

ANCR(HIST)
GOAL 1: Encourage permanent protection, interpretation and maintenance for all  identified  Dane County 
archaeological sites of significance. 

ANCR(HIST)

a. Include archaeological significance among the criteria for acquiring and managing lands under all county real estate 
programs, such as the Dane County Parks & Open Space Plan  or Purchase of Development Rights programs.

ANCR(HIST)
b. Plan for the greatest protection and appreciation of the resources of each publicly-accessible property that contains 
archaeological sites.

ANCR(HIST)
c. Provide county & state assistance to local governments to identify, register and document archaeological resources and 
sponsor nomination of eligible resources to the National Register of Historic Places.

ANCR(HIST) d. Require the preservation of Indian Mounds and other archaeological resources on both public and private lands.

ANCR(HIST)

GOAL 2:  Protect, preserve and restore buildings, structures, sites, landscapes, natural features and districts 
which represent or reflect elements of Dane County’s cultural, social, economic, political and architectural history. 

ANCR(HIST)
a. Encourage the preservation of historically and architecturally significant structures and districts in Dane County whenever 
specific sites are proposed for development or redevelopment.

ANCR(HIST) b. Encourage preservation of significant, historic farm structures.

ANCR(HIST)

c. Include historic and cultural significance among the criteria for acquiring and managing lands under all county real estate 
programs, such as the Dane County Parks & Open Space Plan  or Purchase of Development Rights programs.

ANCR(HIST)

d. Proactively designate historic districts and structures, and seek to incorporate the following principles into redevelopment 
of historic sites:  Protect historic and architectural integrity; Promote adaptive reuse of historic structures that is consistent 
with local land use plans; Respect property rights of private landowners with historic resources on their lands.

ANCR(HIST)

e. Develop a stronger institutional framework for historic preservation, and improve the tools available for the county to use 
in protecting significant resources, by:  Establishing a system of designation priorities and a coordinated preservation 
program; Making the County a Certified Local Government and allow the county to apply for and use historic preservation 
grants; Developing and use TDR programs,  PDR programs and historic district overlay zoning, as appropriate, to preserve 
historic and archaeological sites;  Creating a new conditional use in the zoning code to encourage re-use of farm buildings 
from past centuries; Providing county & state assistance to local governments to identify, register and document 
architectural resources and sponsor nomination of eligible resources to the National Register of Historic Places.

ANCR(HIST) f. Preserve the historic visual character of state-designated rustic roads.
ANCR(HIST) GOAL 3:  Increase public awareness and appreciation of historic and archaeological resources.
ANCR(HIST) a. Mobilize public opinion to place a higher value on historic resources
ANCR(HIST) b. Promote the use of historic resources for the education, pleasure, and welfare of the people.
ANCR(HIST) c. Conduct local meetings to emphasize local historical sites.
ANCR(HIST) d. Utilize school curricula to emphasize and educate students about local historical sites.
ANCR(HIST) e. Utilize seniors in identifying and educating about historical and cultural sites.
ANCR(HIST) f. Utilize Native American tribal leaders in identifying and educating about archaeological sites.
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ANCR(HIST)
g. Interpret the significance of historic and archaeological sites to educate visitors about their significance, add greater 
interest, and preserve area history. 

ANCR(HIST) GOAL 4:  Identify, record and evaluate archaeological, historical and cultural resources and sites.

ANCR(HIST)
a. Document, through photography and collection of archival information, all archaeological and historic sites in Dane 
County before their demolition, protection or restoration.

ANCR(HIST)

b. Create a publicly accessible register of all historic and archaeological places countywide in both online and published 
forms.  Specific locations for archaeological resources will not be provided, except where such resources are, or will be 
protected from vandalism.  Sites on private property will only be listed with the express consent of the owner.

ANCR(HIST) c. Utilize seniors in identifying and educating about historical and cultural sites.
ANCR(HIST) d. Utilize Native American tribal leaders in identifying and educating about archaeological sites.

ANCR (MINERAL)

GOAL 1:   Identify and protect as much of the county’s non-metallic mineral resources as is practicable, in the 
context of environmental, residential and other land use planning objectives, to supply local and regional needs.

ANCR (MINERAL) a. Develop an inventory to identify potential non-metallic mineral resources of significance.

ANCR (MINERAL)
b. Estimate the volume of currently permitted non-metallic mineral reserves in Dane County.  Project the 20-year demand 
for such resources.

ANCR (MINERAL)

c. Consider implementation steps such as development of mineral resource districts, mineral resource protection policies or 
other appropriate measures to protect the resource and to balance mineral extraction with other land uses.

ANCR (MINERAL)
ANCR (MINERAL)

ANCR (MINERAL)

GOAL 2:  Minimize or mitigate negative environmental, neighborhood, traffic and other impacts of all active 
mineral extraction operations.  Establish consistent, measurable standards for permitting and operation of mineral 
extraction sites.

ANCR (MINERAL)
a. Encourage the continuation of compatible land uses such as agriculture or forestry on lands with identified significant 
mineral resources.

ANCR (MINERAL)

b. Develop and implement county-wide standards for:  adequate separation between existing land uses and new mineral 
extractions or expansions;  safe hauling routes;  screening, planting and setbacks for mineral extraction operations;  noise, 
dust and runoff control;   blasting, including safe operation, notification and scheduling;    on-site recycling or processing 
operations;    public input and consideration of neighbor concerns

ANCR (MINERAL) c. Prohibit new land uses that will interfere with existing mineral extraction operations.

ANCR (MINERAL)
d. Require that short-term uses of the land for resource extraction or waste disposal are conducted in such a manner that 
public benefits are maximized, while detrimental effects of the environment are minimized.

ANCR (MINERAL) e. Convert all non-conforming mineral extraction sites to permitted sites.

ANCR (MINERAL)
GOAL 3: Require environmentally sound reclamation of all active mineral extraction sites using the best 
techniques and practices currently available.

ANCR (MINERAL) a. Provide adequate implementation, administration and enforcement of Chapter 74 of the Dane County Code.

ANCR (MINERAL)
b. Make reclamation plans and final uses of reclaimed lands compatible with farmland preservation goals and local and 
county land use plans.

ANCR (MINERAL) GOAL 4: Encourage and assist the reclamation of identified non-operating mineral extraction sites.

ANCR (MINERAL)
a. Establish a funding source based on active mineral extraction operations to assist in the reclamation of non-operating 
sites.

ANCR (MINERAL)
GOAL 5:  Increase public awareness and appreciation of mineral resource extraction needs, operations, impacts 
and permitting requirements.

d. Allow nonfarm development within 1000 feet of identified significant mineral resources only after it has been 
demonstrated that the proposed land use or development would not significantly preclude or hinder future non-metallic 
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ANCR (MINERAL)

a. Develop and distribute public information materials on:   the need for mineral resources;  the need for, and ways to reuse 
or recycle mineral resources; potential impacts, and mitigation or management techniques;  the temporary nature of mineral 
extraction operations; current permitting and reclamation requirements; the presence of existing or proposed mineral 
extraction sites; and  opportunities for public and local government input into permitting decisions.

ANCR (MINERAL)
b. Require deed notices informing potential buyers of the proximity of existing mineral extraction sites and identified 
potential mineral resources.  

ANCR (MINERAL)
GOAL 6:  Encourage the recycling and reuse of products of mineral extraction, such as concrete and asphalt.

ANCR (MINERAL) a. Create incentives to substitute recycled products (i.e., concrete and asphalt) for virgin aggregate.
ANCR (MINERAL) b. Focus on resources that can be recycled and reused.
ANCR (MINERAL) c. Include operation of recycling facilities into mineral extraction operation permit standards
ANCR (MINERAL) GOAL 7: Expand the role of local government in final decisions of site permitting.
ANCR (MINERAL) a. Increase the role of town government in county approval of mineral extraction operations.

ANCR (MINERAL)
b. Strongly encourage local units of government to incorporate mineral extraction resource and operation information and 
standards into their comprehensive plans.

HED(HOUSE)
GOAL 1. Provide a full range and adequate supply of housing throughout Dane County that meets the needs of 
persons of all income levels, age groups, household sizes, and persons with special needs. 

HED(HOUSE) a. Promote the development of housing to meet forecasted needs.

HED(HOUSE)
b. Promote an adequate supply of accessible and special needs owner and rental housing at a range of all income levels.

HED(HOUSE) c. Encourage the leverage of housing monies to maximize the private sector use of those funds.

HED(HOUSE)
d. Promote the development and preservation of long-term, affordable housing for low- and moderate-income residents 
throughout Dane County.

HED(HOUSE)
e. Improve opportunities for homeownership, targeting specific groups including minorities, immigrants, low-income people, 
and people with disabilities.

HED(HOUSE) f. Promote the availability of land for the development or redevelopment of low-income and moderate-income housing. 

HED(HOUSE) g. Promote the maintenance and rehabilitation of existing housing stock in Dane County. 
HED(HOUSE) h. Encourage coordination and cooperation among nearby units of government. 
HED(HOUSE) GOAL 2. Promote the efficient use of land for housing. 
HED(HOUSE) a. Encourage compact communities and neighborhoods. 
HED(HOUSE) b. Promote the location of higher density residential development close to infrastructure and services. 

HED(HOUSE) c. Encourage the infillling of housing in urban areas that make more efficient use of existing infrastructure and services. 

HED(HOUSE)
d. Provide housing development alternatives to minimize the conversion of agricultural land, reduce scattered site, non-farm 
development, and provide more housing options.  

HED(HOUSE) e. Promote an adequate supply of land to meet existing and future needs for housing. 
HED(HOUSE) GOAL 3. Promote housing that maintains and improves the quality of life for all. 
HED(HOUSE) a. Encourage mixed-use communities and neighborhoods.

HED(HOUSE)
b. Encourage (development/location of) communities and neighborhoods close to jobs, mass transit, and pedestrian and 
bicycle transit options.

HED(HOUSE) c. Promote economic and culturally diverse housing in communities and neighborhoods.
HED(HOUSE) d. Promote a balance of employment and housing opportunities within communities.
HED(HOUSE) e. Promote housing development that protects environmental corridors and promotes open space.
HED(HOUSE) f. Encourage housing development that protects environmental corridors and promotes open space.
HED(HOUSE) g. Encourage housing development that has the least impact on or enhances existing and local regional facilities. 
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HED(HOUSE) h. Support the enhancement and preservation of the character and livability of neighborhoods. 
HED(HOUSE) i. Support the maintenance and rehabilitation of historic buildings and structures. 
HED(HOUSE) j. Promote and enhance community identity and create a sense of place.

HED(HOUSE)
k. Promote cooperation and reduce competition between communities to provide a balance of employment and housing 
opportunities among communities. 

HED(ED) GOAL 1. Build a robust, sustainable economy that enhances quality of life.
HED(ED) 1a. Identify, maintain and enhance factors that keep and attract investment in Dane County. 
HED(ED) 1b. Encourage collaboration between communities within Dane County. 
HED(ED) 1c. Assist communities in planning and building organizational capacity. 
HED(ED) 1d. Assist communities in developing commercial and industrial areas that are well designed and properly located. 

HED(ED)
1e. Encourage businesses to locate and expand in a manner that makes efficient use of land and transportation corridors 
with the minimum impact on the natural and cultural environment.

HED(ED) 1f. Encourage worksites to locate to ensure accessibility for workers to job location. 
HED(ED) 1h. Encourage the use and adaptive reuse of historic and other buildings. 
HED(ED) GOAL 2. Create a range of quality employment/ownership opportunities. 

HED(ED)
2a. Encourage communities to seek and support businesses that provide a range of good, services, and employment that 
meets the needs of residents. 

HED(ED)
2b. Encourage entrepreneurial activity, especially targeting economically disadvantaged areas and groups including 
minorities, immigrants, and people with disabilities.

HED(ED) 2c. Pursue economic development policies that generate and recirculate wealth within Dane County. 
HED(ED) GOAL 3. Retain, attract, expand, and incubate business, industry and agriculture. 

HED(ED) 3a. Encourage the identification of and an adequate number of developable sites for locating business and industry. 

HED(ED) 3b. Indentify and enhance existing and potential sectors that drive Dane County's economy
HED(ED) 3c. Promote the protection of economically productive areas, including farmland and forestry. 

HED(ED)
3d. Encourage the development of organizational capabilities and resources in Dane County to promote economic 
development.   

HED(ED) 3e. Promote economic development that recognizes the assets and attributes of each community. 
HED(ED) 3f. Encourage inter-county regional economic development.

HED(ED)
3g. Encourage communities to provide adequate public infrastructure to enable businesses to operate successfully. 

HED(ED) 3h. Encourage intergovernemental agreements between Dane County minicipalities

HED(ED)
GOAL 4. Promote workforce development that maximizes benefits to the workforce and business and industry. 

HED(ED)
4a. Support efforts to provide opportunities, education, and/or training for all current residents of Dane County and 
newcomers to participate in, contribute to, and benefit from the local economy. 

HED(ED) 4b. Identify, maintain, and enhance factors that keep and attract talent and skills to Dane County. 

UCF (OVERALL)

Goal 1: Provide Dane County residents with adequate and efficient public utility services, such as water, sewer, 
solid waste, recycling, telecommunications, natural gas, and electrical generation and transmission, in a safe and 
environmentally responsible manner.

Goal 2: Ensure availability of access to quality, affordable, efficient community services and facilities such as 
healthcare, childcare, and recreation to maintain the health, safety, and well being of Dane County residents.  

Goal 3: Ensure availability of access to quality, affordable, efficient community services such as police and fire 
protection and rescue, to maintain the health, safety and well being of all in Dane County
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Goal 4: Provide infrastructure, utilities and community facilities and services to meet existing and planned 
community needs.
a.Locate future development where a full range of urban services can be efficiently provided while protecting environmental 
corridors, and minimizing conversion of agricultural land.  
b. Cooperate with other governmental units to avoid duplication of services and promote the development of shared 
facilities, services, and equipment
c. Create consolidated and/or contiguous “utility corridors” (electric, natural gas, phone, cable, gas, etc.) to service new 
development
d. Require that developers pay for 100% of municipal infrastructure costs
e. Adopt "green" building practices for county facilities
f. Locate new public county facilities where accessible to transit services
g. Encourage all Dane County communities to examine the public service costs of developments and promote those 
developments that have a desirable impact on existing local and regional facilities
h. Sustain and implement further coordination and cooperation between agencies and disciplines.
I. Recognize and support strategic planning processes of the Dane County Sheriff’s office.
j. Support recommendations of the Facility Planning Task Force for the Badger Prairie Health Care Center (2003).

UCF(Energy & Transm
Goal 1.: Promote the adequate provision of affordable, efficient, reliable and environmentally sound energy to 
meet the current and future energy needs of Dane County residents and businesses
a. Encourage adoption of green energy policies.

b. Establish working relationships with private sector electrical power generation and transmission utility companies and 
other local units of government to monitor energy generation and transmission issues, and study/promote new technologies

c. Incorporate energy conservation methods and renewable energy alternatives as part of a strategy to meet Dane County’s 
future energy needs
d. Develop ways to reduce dependency on energy sources outside Dane County while also promoting sound conservation 
practices
e. Reduce pollution from coal and other polluting energy sources

Telecommunications
Goal 1. : Promote the adequate provision of affordable, efficient, reliable, environmentally sound, and aesthetically 
unobtrusive telecommunications facilities to meet the current and future needs of Dane County residents and 
businesses.
a. Explore the establishment of a public utility company for telecommunications. 

Cemeteries Goal: Determine and accommodate future cemetery growth
Goal: Preserve and maintain existing cemeteries

Encourage local governmental units to include future cemetery growth in comprehensive plans and subsequent updates.

Parks/Recreation Fac.Goal: Provide sufficient open space areas, with sufficient access points, to meet the parks, recreation, and 
preservation needs of Dane County.
Plan and implement the restoration of upland prairies, woodlands and wetlands, where appropriate
Cooperate with private groups and with all other units of government in financing and sharing management of recreation 
resources, and restoration of upland prairies, woodlands, and wetlands, where appropriate
Cooperate with local, county, regional and state agencies and nonprofit conservation organizations to promote consistent, 
effective planning, acquisition and management of natural resource and park lands that may extend beyond the territorial 
limits of Da
Preserve areas large enough to support (promote / maintain) wildlife/biodiversity

Childcare Facilities Goal: Encourage availability and access to quality childcare services in Dane County
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Develop local community linkages related to childcare to create an available information clearinghouse for broad 
dissemination
Explore the potential economic impacts of 4-year old kindergarten programs on other childcare facilities and onsite 
employer provision of childcare
Study child demographics and project future childcare needs
Make information on childcare providers available through county website
Develop a childcare provider informational phone line

Healthcare Facilities Goal: Make available and accessible high quality health care facilities and services in Dane County
Support the unification / consolidation of municipal and county public health functions and administration
Communicate and coordinate with health care facilities and providers to anticipate and address future needs.

Public Water Supply Goal: Protect, improve, and preserve the quality and quantity of water resources.  Water resources include, but are 
not limited to, lakes, rivers, wetlands, watersheds and groundwater
Ensure that public water provide capacity in public utility systems that is sized to accommodate anticipated population 
growth
Locate and design of urban development in order to minimize potential adverse impacts on the quality of ground and 
surface waters
Explore innovative methods of improving water quality and waste disposal by coordinating land use patterns with 
applications of new technology
Include evaluation of potential groundwater and hydrological impacts when making land use and siting decisions in Dane 
County.

Recommend groundwater protection strategies to improve existing management and prevent groundwater pollution

Promote the cooperative planning for future water needs among neighboring municipalities, including consideration of 
regional municipal wells.
Goal: Plan for efficient use of sanitary sewer service facilities and infrastructure
Prevent and control pollution of surface and subsurface waters by regulating the location, construction, installation, 
alteration, design, and use of private sewage systems
Wastewater facilities planning and improvements should be conducted in the context of comprehensive areawide and 
watershed plans for pollution control and resource protection
Review proposed expansion of sanitary sewer service in the context of local plans, projected population growth and 
demand, and water quality considerations
Support the continued monitoring and inspection of privately owned onsite wastewater treatment systems by Dane County 
Environmental Health
Limit public sewer service to those areas designated as urban service or limited service areas
Explore possibilities of urban / subdivision growth using onsite wastewater treatment in conjunction with municipal water 
use and fire
Investigate processes to infiltrate effluent water back into the aquifer to maintain or increase water level

Stormwater 
Management Goal: Manage stormwater regionally by watershed

Improve stormwater management practices, such as detention and infiltration, in urban development to improve 
groundwater recharge and avoid increases in runoff
Incorporate in the design of urban development natural drainage patterns and measures to minimize or entrap pollutants 
before they enter surface waters
Assess effectiveness of stormwater management ordinances to minimize sedimentation, water pollution from nutrients, 
heavy metals, chemical and petroleum products and other contaminants, flooding and thermal impacts to the water 
resources of Dane County

Sewer and Private 
Wastewater Facilities
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Solid Waste & 
Recycling Goal: Promote solid waste reduction, resource recovery, recycling and conservation efforts in Dane County

Identify and assess new opportunities for developing resource recovery systems as part of county or municipal solid waste 
management programs
Develop strategies and appropriate technical guidelines necessary to implement a more comprehensive county/local solid 
waste management program
Promote composting and paper recycling, and explore other uses for biodegradable waste
Investigate recycling methane gas at landfills and dumps and installing electrical generators at waste facilities

Libraries & Schools Goal: Recognize and promote the social, educational and economic benefits provided by libraries.

Goal: Recognize and promote the important role schools play in developing an educated, productive citizenry.

Recognize and support the planning processes of the Dane County Library Board including the 2004 update to The Plan for 
Library Service .
Recognize and support annual planning efforts of the South Central Library System (SCLS)
Encourage the timely expansion and improvement of public schools.

Police, Fire & Rescue Goal: Ensure availability of access to high quality, affordable, efficient community services such as police, fire 
protection and rescue, to maintain the health, safety and well being of Dane County residents.

Promote new development that does not have an undesirable impact on existing local and regional facilities and services.

Cooperate with other governmental units to avoid duplication of services and promote the development of shared facilities, 
services and equipment.
Sustain and implement further cooperation between agencies and disciplines.
Recognize and support strategic planning processes of the Dane County Sheriff's office.

Trans (Overall)
Goal: Provide an accessible, integrated and well maintained multimodal transportation network that provides for 
the movement of people and goods in a safe and efficient manner.
Goal: Coordinate land use and transportation plans and decisions to ensure that transportation facilities are 
compatible with planned development
Objv: Provide mode choice wherever possible while enhancing and preserving the character and livability of neighborhoods 
where transportation facilities are located.
Objv: Decisions regarding transportation should be consistent with other elements of the Comprehensive Plan
Objv: Work with WisDOT and other agencies to assure that transportation improvements are consistent with the goals and 
policies of the Comprehensive Plan.
Objv: Utilize and update existing transportation related plans (State Rail, State Highways, Bicycle, TIP, etc.)
Goal: Ensure that future transportation planning examines the full range of costs associated with infrastructure 
improvements and programs, including indirect, external, and opportunity costs.

Trans(Transit) Goal: Expand transit services in a manner to achieve an increasing proportion of total trips by transit.
Goal:  Ensure that Dane County has a well functioning paratransit service for people with disabilities and make all 
transit services as accessible as reasonably possible.
Objv: Explore potential for commuter bus/van travel between Dane County communities.
Objv: Develop express commuter transit and vanpool services to the central Madison area and to other major activity 
centers from outlying villages and cities, park and ride lots along major travel corridors, and at the transit system’s transfer 
points.
Goal: Recognize and promote the economic benefit of transit-oriented development.
Goal: Develop a regional transit authority.
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Street and Roadway Goal: Correct auto, bicycle, and pedestrian safety problems and provide for street and roadway continuity. 

Objv: Priority should be given to maintaining and enhancing existing infrastructure before adding new.
Objv: Address significant capacity problems using a variety of strategies, including Transportation Demand Management 
and System Management techniques.

Bicycle & Pedestrian Goal: Provide for safe, convenient and efficient bicycle and pedestrian travel throughout the county, including on-
street and off-street facilities.

Goal:  Promote the development of safe bicycle and pedestrian routes to schools and other community facilities.

Objv: Incorporate bikeway, pedestrian, and other facilities as a part of major roadway improvement projects.
Objv: Develop interconnected bikeway and pedestrian systems as a part of transportation planning and improvement efforts 
undertaken by all units of government in Dane County.
Objv: Promote biking as an alternative through bike lanes and a countywide bike route

Trans(Rail) Goal: Preserve rail corridors to serve current and planned freight and passenger service.
Goal: Seek opportunities to assist and expand, in a cost-effective manner, the range of passenger and freight rail 
service options in Dane County.

Trans(Air)
Goal: Support operations of airports located in Dane County through the promotion of compatible land uses to 
protect their function as a vital component of the region's transportation system.
Goal: Improve multi-modal access, including public transit services, to the Dane County Regional Airport.

Trans(Key)

Adopt a Growth Area and Activity Center Linkage concept. Seek to maintain mobility and accessibility options 
throughout the region by continuing the interconnection of major activity centers within the Madison area and between Dane
County's  growth centers with a system of arterial and collector roadways, while providing for the connection of these same 
centers with express bus service and possible future rail service.
Adopt a Balanced Transportation Concept. Strive to increase travel reliance on transit, carpooling and other travel 
options such as bicycling and walking, and trip reduction.  This reduces the demand on the roadway network and provides 
mobility choices for those who wish to use other modes of travel rather than an automobile or who do not have access to an 
automobile. It is recognized that the majority of trips for shopping and business made within the region will still be made by 
the automobile, and that modifications to the roadway system will be needed.
Utilize the Traffic Accommodation Concept. Continue to accept somewhat higher traffic congestion levels, particularly 
during the peak hours. This is intended as a means of encouraging travel during off-peak periods, greater use of transit and 
carpooling, and lessening the need for expanding streets and roadways. Techniques of traffic engineering and safety 
improvements are also made to make existing streets and roadways more efficient in moving traffic. Higher mobility levels 
are also maintained on some key circumferential routes (the Beltline and Interstate) to ensure efficient movement of people 
and goods through the region.
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